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JAPANESE PFISORERS AS CCF TROOPS

There el'e two reagons behird the USSR's return of Japanese war prisorars: '

(1) The Soviets were convinced that certain Jzpanese prisoners are useless in-

aofar as the SBoviet program in the Far East 1s concerned; however, they figurod

that if o lavge number of the prigoners are returnocd vhile the Japsuese govern-

ment 18 struggling with economic reconstruction, the returning prisoners would

constiinte” an xdded problew te the existing confusion in Japan, thus providing

more propaganda issues for the Japenese Coxmun.sts. {(2) Tv roturning the "un-

desirable” Japanese prisoners, the Soviets hope to put Jorth the argument that

all Jupanese prisoners have been returned and that no Japenese soldi'r has par-

ticinated in the 8S8outh Chine campalgu against the KMT forces.

There 18 & big ditferenc> in the calculatior of Japanese prisoners. The
Soviets count about 30,000-4%0,000 pricckers less than S8CAP in Tuayo. It is an
Open secret that some of these 30,000 Japaness soldiers ere now in action as a
part of the CCF. According +o a reliable source, the CC? arg&r.ized a complete
Jarancie cnebat division and sent it to participate io tke Hsu-chou campaign,
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